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tinople had been its highest aspiration. That
aspiration was never lost sight of; for in-
stinctively and inveterately the Crescent hated
the Cross.

The fatal hour had at last arrived. On the
sixth of April 1453, Mahomet II. planted his
standard before the gate of St. Romanus, and
commenced that siege which ended in the loss
to Christendom of what had for so many
centuries been revered as her eastern metro-
polis. One thing alone, it is probable, could
have averted that calamity. Had it been
possible to heal the great schism in the Church,
the western world would not have calmly
stood by to witness the downfall of eastern
Christendom. After a separation of six centuries.,
the Greek and Latin Churches had been solemnly
reunited at the Council of Florence, A. D. 1438 :
but on the return of the Emperor, and the
Prelates who accompanied him, all that they
had effected was disowned, and the flames of
religious hatred broke out more furiously than
ever* The consequences were fatal Distracted